These five cases are selected, not because of any new data brought to light by a study of them, but because they will serve as a means for demonstrating the principal facts on which the modern conceptions of cardiac arrhythmia are based.
shows. He suffered no great distress,, however, apart from uncomfortable sensations over the heart.
The pulse was so irregular that at first I thought it must be an example of the total irregularity exemplified in Case 3. The tracing, however, showed that whatever the arrhythmia was due to it was certainly not of the type associated with auricular fibrillation, for it presented distinct evidences of efficient auricular systole. I have interpreted the tracing as a jumble of extrasystoles, with a minor degree of heart-block due to digitalis. I do not, however, wish to press this explanation, but only to emphasise the fact that by means of the tracing we were enabled to exclude the serious prognostic element introduced by a diagnosis of total arrhythmia. 
